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WELCOME!

Welcome to the Fernandina Beach High School, Mighty Marching Pirates Band! We are so pleased that
you will be a part of this exciting season of music and marching. We have been planning for many
months to create a marching band show that you are sure to enjoy! It will be unique and exciting for you,
the students as well as for the audiences!

The information contained within this handbook details what is necessary of the student and his/her
parent(s) or guardian(s), in order for the whole organization to be successful. We thank you for your
participation in our organization. Go Pirates!!!!

DIRECTORS, STAFF

Director Tyler Odom

Assistant Director Asa Jernigan

Director Emeritus Johnnie Robinson

Visual Coordinator Rene Pittman

Guard Instructor Shemayah Preliou

Visual Instructor Jay Crossley

Percussion Coordinator Karissa Bridwell

Battery Tech Brady Graves

Percussion Instructor Matthew Hickox

Visual & Trumpet Tech Bridget Peeples

MISSION

Is to create lifelong lovers of music, through a rich and diverse musical performance program.
We do this through hard work, discipline, community engagement, as well as character/team
building exercises. The marching band is the face of our music program, but the symphonic
band is the root of our success. The jazz band and winterguard supplement those performance
opportunities. Honor bands and solo & ensemble provide opportunities to build on that
success.
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IN SCHOOL CLASS REQUIREMENTS

All students who wish to participate in the after school Marching Band, Symphonic Band, or
Jazz Band must be in a band class during the regular school day. Students who are in a band
class must participate in the FBHS Symphonic Band after school program (color guard students
who DO NOT play a wind instrument are exempt from this requirement). If the student
withdraws from Symphonic Band after school, they will not be eligible for Marching Band for
the following year.

MARCHING BAND

The marching band is the face of the FBHS band program. Students participating spend many
hours practicing their craft. However, I have found it to be the time of year where students are
more successful in their academics. Students understand the constraints on their time, and
tend not to procrastinate as often during marching season. Marching band is also one of the
most rewarding activities a student can choose to do. They will build bonds that will last a
lifetime, they will learn what hard work turns into, and they will have a blast doing it all!

MARCHING BAND CAMP

MANDATORYMARCHING BAND CAMP FOR ALL BANDMEMBERS begins on Monday,
July 29, 2024 and will run on the following schedule:
July 29 - Aug 1 from 8am-5:30pm
Aug 2 - Aug 8 from 3pm-9pm

Rehearsal times include water and snack breaks. It is very important for all Band members to
hydrate properly at home before Band Camp so that they can better acclimate themselves to the
heat. It is recommended that they eat a hearty breakfast before Band Camp, and that they avoid
milk and overly sugary products. ALL band students are required to bring water, Gatorade, or
PowerAde.

Location: All rehearsals will be on the FBHS campus, either in Robinson Band Hall or at the
practice field by the gym. Inclement weather may change the planned location of rehearsal.

Snack/Lunch/Dinner Breaks:
8am days - Students will break for lunch, for 45 minutes to an hour on 8am days. After lunch
students will meet back in the band room for music rehearsal. We break for an extended snack
break (about 30 minutes) between 2 and 4pm and spend the remainder of the day outside.
3pm days - Students will break for dinner around 5:30-6pm for ½ hour (this may vary)
**Freshman students are not allowed to leave campus at this time, unless accompanied by their
parent/guardian.
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MARCHING BAND REHEARSALS &
PERFORMANCES

Your schedule should be planned to accommodate rehearsals and performances, not
vice versa. pre-planned events are not an acceptable excuse. SAT and ACT testing
should be scheduled before or after marching season.

The Mighty Marching Pirates perform at football games and local parades, determined by the
Director. Additionally, the Band participates in marching band competitions and district
evaluation. Band membersMUST BE PRESENT at all rehearsals, performances, parades,
games, and competitions. Failure to attend rehearsal may result in a student not being allowed
to perform. Continued failure to attend rehearsal may result in removal from the program. If a
student must miss time, only doctor verified illness or a death in the family are considered to be
excused. Rehearsal time must be made up when missed, either by coming early or staying late
during camp, or by staying after school on Wednesday. Rehearsal time not made up, WILL
result in the loss of performance privileges.

Once school begins, the rehearsal schedule will be:
Mondays and Thursdays 4:15pm-6:30pm. Days which we do not have school will not have
practices during the week. (Labor day and October teacher planning)

Time management is integral to the success of our program. A productive rehearsal is the
product of 100% participation from all Band Members. Our calendar is posted on numerous
platforms.

We understand that emergencies do arise. In the event of such an emergency, please notify the
Director as soon as possible BEFORE the absence. It is preferred that the student communicate
these challenges in an effort to learn communication skills vital for success later in life.

Before & After Performance Procedures
Call Time: is the designated time which all band members shall be at the high school or set
location dressed & ready to perform.
Load Time: This will be the designated time which all members should be on the appropriate
bus with all equipment loaded.
Return Time: This is the approximate time of return to the band hall - please note this may vary
**At the conclusion of each engagement, the Band Director will hold a brief meeting with
Students and Staff prior to dismissal.

Traveling Performance Procedures
● Students must arrive prior to designated call time; it's recommended for percussion

students to arrive 15 minutes prior to call time; trailer crew shall arrive 30 minutes prior.
● Once call time has occurred, Band Members are not unavailable to their parents. Parents,

please limit distractions during this time. They have specific assignments they must
complete in a timely manner.
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● Trailer crew is expected to load and unload the band trailer when departing or returning
to FBHS. Field Staff volunteers will load/unload when the trailer is away from FBHS.

MARCHING BAND UNIFORMS

Fitting of marching band uniforms will begin during music practice in June, or may have been
completed at Mini camp. An addendum to this document will detail the cost of
rental/purchase for the uniform components.

Students will be financially responsible for any damage to the uniform that may occur over the
course of the school year. Each student is responsible for his/her uniform from the moment that
it is checked out until it is properly returned to the storage rack in the band room or the
equipment trailer. The students will receive instructions regarding proper folding and storage
of their uniform and accessories during band camp. If a student notices damage to the uniform,
they should report it immediately to avoid penalties.

Student bibbers, marching shoes, band shirts, and gloves will be ordered prior to football
season. Marching students will also need to purchase a pair of tall, over the calf, black socks,
and knee-length black athletic shorts to wear under their bibber, not provided by the band.
Each student must have clean shoes and gloves for every performance. All long hair must be
styled in a way that will be decided upon prior to performances.

Students are responsible for cleaning their bibbers after each performance and returning them
by the time set by the band director.

STUDENT LEADERSHIP

The Band Director evaluates all selected candidates based on their performance both during the
auditions and performances throughout the school year. Student leaders are held to higher
standards of performance and behavior than a general band student. They are expected to be
positive role models for all band members at all times. Leadership positions include: Drum
Major(s), Band Captain, and Section Leaders.

STUDENTMULTI-ACTIVITY POLICY

This applies to Marching and Symphonic bands; Jazz students may not split time with another
activity. If you intend to participate in another school activity which conflicts with band, you
must document that activities meeting times, and submit them, and a plan to accommodate
both groups after school activities, to the band director for approval. Activities that are not
school related will not be considered as excused.
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SYMPHONIC BAND

The symphonic band program is when we work heavily on growing our musical abilities,
refining our fundamentals, and building our passion for music.

Symphonic Band season picks up as soon as marching band season ends. One week off of
rehearsals may be given, based on the demands of the winter concert season. The season
concludes at graduation.

Rehearsalswill be Tuesday and Thursday from 3:40-6:00 pm and are mandatory. Students in
class will be graded based on participation in these rehearsals. Please see and understand the
multi-activity policy.

Uniforms for the symphonic band will be a black dress chosen by the band director, or a black
tux shirt. If you already have one, provided by the band, you do not need to buy a new one.
Families are responsible for alterations on concert wear.

Fair Share for symphonic band is $25 per member, in addition to the cost of concert wear, and
any necessary alterations. This payment is due at the beginning of the season.

Being a section leader in marching band does not guarantee that the student will be first chair in
the symphonic band. First chair is based on the students' playing ability first and their behavior
second.

JAZZ BAND aka “SAILORS OF SWING”

The jazz band is an ensemble auditioned into by the band program's best musicians. The jazz
band season begins near the end of marching season. There are several performances during the
year, Sugar Pointe Music Festival and Shrimp Festival are two guarantees every year.

Fair Share for Jazz Band is $25 per member + cost of Jazz Band t-shirts.

ATTENDANCE

Students are required to attend all after school rehearsals for jazz, symphonic, and marching
band. If rehearsals are missed, they WILL be made up by practicing before school, during
lunch, or after school on Wednesday. The time required will be half the amount of rehearsal
time missed; making one lunch or before school session not enough to complete the
requirement. For marching band, skills/choreography/visuals, may need to be demonstrated
to pass the make up requirement. This will be graded for jazz and symphonic band, and will
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affect performance opportunities for marching band. Winterguard will set their own attendance
policy.

WINTERGUARD

The Winterguard is an important branch of the FBHS band program. The guard instructional
staff operates in a more autonomous manner over the winterguard program, but, ultimately all
disciplinary decisions, rehearsal times, excusal of absences/tardy, etc.… rest with the band
director. The guard instructional staff is there to provide training and guidance in proper
technique and skills associated with the activity being performed at the highest ability level.
There are fees associated with this activity as well, that will be finalized at a later time and will
be invoiced accordingly. Parents and students are responsible for paying full balance for
winterguard prior to the end of the winterguard season, and/or participating in appropriate
fundraising efforts.

INSTRUMENT REPAIR

Any school instrument needing repair, will incur a $25 fee, unless the repair is a lesser amount.
Families will be responsible for paying the fee prior to the instrument being sent for repair. The
boosters will cover the remainder of the repair cost. Students must maintain their instruments
to the highest of standards, and will be instructed in how to do that each August in class.

CONDUCT & DISCIPLINE

All members will adhere to the current Rules and Regulations of the Fernandina Beach High
School Student Handbook. In addition, the Director expects all members to conduct themselves
as young, respectful adults

A. “Hazing” is a Class IV Violation of the Nassau County Code of Student Conduct.
"Hazing" means any act or situation that recklessly or intentionally endangers the mental or
physical health or safety of a student for purposes, including, but not limited to, initiation or
admission into or affiliation with activities, clubs, or organizations operating under the sanction
of a high school with grades 9 through 12. This code shall be enforced 24 hours a day, seven
days a week on all school campuses/properties and at all school-sponsored activities on and off
school campuses, including transportation. Any and all reported incidents will be investigated
and may result in criminal prosecution and the most severe consequences provided for by
School Board Policy.

B. TARDINESS WILL NOT BE TOLERATED.
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If you are tardy, disciplinary actions will be issued accordingly. Call Time is defined as the
beginning of an event, not the time to show up for the event. At call time, members should be
ready for whatever is about to take place.

C. Any and all acts of insubordination (back talk, failure to follow orders given by the chain
of command, profanity, indecent behavior, racial slurs, horse playing, smoking, consuming
alcohol, vaping, use of illegal drugs, use or possession of unauthorized prescription drugs,
verbal assault, bullying, and gossip) are PROHIBITED at all band events and rehearsals. A
violation of any of the above-referenced acts will result in immediate disciplinary action and
possible suspension or dismissal from the band program.

D. The chain of command is as follows:

DIRECTOR, Assistant Director
|

Instructional Staff
|

Parent Volunteers
|

DrumMajor
|

Band Captain
|

Lieutenants
|

Section Leaders
|

Members

There are several Instructors who serve at the discretion of the Director. These instructors have
the full support and authority of the Band Director.

E. A member who has been assigned Out of School Suspension (OSS) will be removed from
the band program, for the remainder of the current season. They may return to the program at
the beginning of the following season, however a second OSS offense will cause the student to
be removed permanently from the band program.

G. A member will receive a warning prior to any disciplinary action that may include
push-ups, laps and other physical activities. It is the responsibility of the parent to inform the
director in writing of any medical conditions that may prohibit their student from participating
in rigorous physical activities. The obligation to complete assigned disciplinary actions is not
optional. Failure to comply may result in dismissal from the program.

I. In band, we have a higher than normal level of visibility throughout our community. As
such, students must conduct themselves accordingly when in public. Students will be subject to
suspension or dismissal from the band program based upon verified acts of major misconduct
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or unlawful behavior while off of band time and/or school property, especially if wearing band
shirts.

WITHDRAWAL AND/OR REMOVAL

A student who withdraws or is removed from any portion of the Band Program forfeits all
awards and recognition that have been earned. In the event of withdrawal and/or dismissal, all
school-owned instruments and materials must be returned within three (3) days. A student that
withdraws or is dismissed will not be allowed to re-enter in the same season. A student seeking
reinstatement must gain the Director’s approval. Withdrawal or removal does not exempt you
from financial or fundraising obligations. Once you sign this document you are agreeing to
work all fundraising efforts and pay your “fair share”.. Withdrawal from one performance
organization, but not another will still forfeit your awards and recognitions and you still must
gain the Director’s permission to join that group the following season. At minimum, all fees
will need to be paid in advance of the season beginning, which for marching band is
determined as when drill numbers are finalized.

MEDICAL FORMS &MANDATORY PAPERWORK

All students are required to provide the following: Contractual Agreement; Student
Information Sheet; *Medical Authorization Form, Pre-participation Physical Evaluation;
Consent and Release from Liability Certificate for Concussion and Heat-Related Illness; Consent
and Release from Liability Certificate; *Off-Campus School Activity Consent Form; *Nassau
County School Board Student Drug Testing Consent Form; *Proof of Accident Insurance; and
Release Form for Publication of Student Information. (*denotes forms that require notarization).
Additional forms may be required by the school.

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE

All students are required by the state of Florida to maintain a GPA of 2.0 or higher. Report cards
will be shown to the Director at the end of each 9 weeks!

SHEET MUSIC

All band students will be issued music. No students will be issued originals. If a student
requires an additional copy of a piece of music, they will be charged $1 per page.

FBHS Band Handbook
10



BAND TRIPS

Band members are required to ride the school bus to all football games, competitions, and
district evaluations, unless a validmedical reason is submitted to the Director. However, a
student may return home with his/her parent or guardian with prior approval from the
Director. It is the student’s and his/her parents’ responsibility to provide written notification to
the Director prior to departure on the band trip.

Students and parents will not be permitted to go on non-performing trips, or attend the annual
band banquet unless all fees are current, or a documented plan is in place and being
maintained.

Students who quit one band, but maintain membership in another, will not be permitted to go
on fun/rewards trips.

Notification of return times will be provided as soon as they are available. Please allow a thirty
(30) minute variation from the posted return time for the bus to arrive at the band room. It is
imperative that you are on time to pick up your student! Supervisory time ends 30 minutes
upon return from a trip, or the end of a home event.

All students will adhere to instructions and/or directions given by any and all chaperones on all
trips.

The DrumMajor and Section Leaders will assist the Director and the Equipment Manager by
loading all necessary wind instruments on the trailer for practice, football games, and
competitions. The Drumline and Guard will be responsible for loading all necessary equipment
on the trailer for practice, football games, and competitions. Additionally, all sections are
required to remain at the band room until all instruments, equipment and uniforms have been
properly loaded and/or put away.

LETTERMAN JACKETS

The FBHS Band letter is first a recognition of “Significant Service and Dedication” to the FBHS
band program, manifested by hours upon hours or practice, patience and perseverance as well
as sacrificial giving of time and energy for the good of fellow bandmates, fundraising efforts,
the directors, staff and the band as a whole.

Every student who is eligible to perform is given the privilege of purchasing a jacket during
their first semester. Criteria is set by the Band Director to achieve a letter for the jacket.
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BAND BANQUET

A Band Banquet is held each spring near the end of the school year. This special evening brings
the band together one last time to review the year and to wish the seniors a fond farewell. The
location may vary from year to year but it will usually be held at FBHS and is considered a
formal evening, typically with a theme to dress to!

FAIR SHARE & FUNDRAISING

The fair share for the band program helps to supplement the band's budget to allow all students
to participate fully, where fundraising may not be enough. Families who are actively engaged in
planning and implementing the Sugar Pointe Music Festival will have their fair share reduced
the following year by $25 (this does not stack from year to year). In the event of a shortfall in
fundraising due to cancellation of football games or the Music Festival, the boosters reserve the right to
increase fair share, due to budget shortfalls. Fair share for marching band will be set at $225 for the
24/25 school year.

Families with more than one child will have $100 taken off of each additional childs marching
fairshare. This does not apply for jazz, symphonic, or winterguard.

Families who have a student in the marching band will be asked to work a minimum of three
concession stand shifts during football season home games. Scheduling preference will be
given to families of seniors. You may have anyone from your family, or that you know work on
your family's behalf. Failure to meet this obligation will result in a $250 Non-Volunteer fee.

Students who are not in marching band, but are in symphonic and/or jazz band, fair share will
be $50 per band, and are not subject to the reduction mentioned above.

Winterguard will set their own fair share at the beginning of each season. Families who
participate in basketball, soccer, and flag football concessions will be offered a reduction in fair
share for winterguard for that season.

The advertising blitz, discount card sale, and year-round “holiday” sounds are all available
opportunities for families to earn money towards fair share obligations. YOU DO NOT NEED
TO PAY ANYMONEY OUT OF YOUR POCKET, IT CAN ALL BE EARNED, WITH
MINIMAL TIME.
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MIGHTYMARCHING PIRATE BOOSTERS, INC.

The primary function of the MMPB is to raise money towards the operation of a highly
competitive and musically diverse band program. The board of the association or another
designated parent is in charge of all fundraising efforts. The association also assists in the
planning and coordinating of trips and events for the band.

The executive board:
President - Crystal Rimes
Vice President - Christine Easterling
Treasurer - Kristen Wittek
Secretary - Jennifer Towles

Committee chairs:
Concessions Coordinator Sara Ide
Ads/Sponsors Chair open
Head of Field Staff Anne Roberts
Bus Chaperones open
Uniforms Genevie Summers
Hospitality open
Guard Liaison open
Band Trip open
Festival Crystal Rimes, Rebecca McKinney & Susan Devane
Student Accounts open

Committees:
Field Staff, Bus Chaperones, Uniform Committee, Sugar Pointe Music Festival, Banquet
Committee.

REFUND POLICY

ALLmoney paid to the Fernandina Beach High School Band Booster Association is
NON-REFUNDABLE.
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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

Student Name ______________________________________ Grade: ____________

Need-based financial assistance is available through the Mighty Marching Pirate Boosters to
help cover the costs of marching band participation.

In an email to both Mr. Odom and Mrs. Rimes, with the subject line “MMP Scholarship
Application'', please answer the following questions (individually or as an essay).

Please include a copy of the free/reduced lunch form. You can receive a copy of this from
Nassau County School Board by calling (904) 491-9924.

Tyler Odom: fbhsmightymarchingpirates@gmail.com

Crystal Rimes: fbhsbandparents@gmail.com

1. What does participating in the marching band mean to you?
2. How would a scholarship help make your participation possible?
3. Have you ever participated in any fundraising opportunities through the MMP Band? If

so, what did you do?
4. Will you be able to participate in fundraising for this marching band season? (Examples

are: football score cards, the blitz sponsorship program, winter/spring concessions,
sugar pointe music festival). This is a requirement to receive the scholarship assistance.

Submitting Payment:
Payments are NOT available online for scholarships at this time. Payments may be tendered in
the form of money order, cashiers’ or personal check made payable to theMighty Marching
Pirates Boosters. For your convenience, there is a drop box in the band room office 07-11. Band
Treasurer will send out monthly statements that will reflect activity up to date including
account balance.

Mighty Marching Pirates will gladly accept local checks. Your local telephone number MUST
be included on the face of the check. Postdated checks will not be accepted.
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REGISTRATION CHECKLIST

When you are preparing for the marching band season to begin, utilize this checklist to help
you prepare for the season.

⬜Have you completed the online registration form?

⬜Have you paid the intent to march deposit of $50?

⬜Don't forget to purchase long black socks, black binder, clear page organizers.

⬜Have you completed a sports physical & filled out the mandatory paperwork?
Note: you may submit this at the band parent meeting in July or email it to
fbhsbandparents@gmail.com

⬜Have you entered all dates on your personal and family calendars?

⬜Have you communicated potential conflicts for band camp, rehearsals and performances?
(consider family events, athletic conflicts, college visits, and other important events)

⬜Have you paid the fair share and uniform costs -or- submitted the request for financial
assistance?

⬜Have you signed up for concession stand shifts or paid the “non-volunteer opt out fee”?

Please visit Mighty Marching Pirates | Fernandina Beach High School for more information
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MARCHING BAND FAIR SHARE AND COSTS
Fee Breakdown: You only need to purchase the items you do not already own.
Marching Fair Share..................................... $ 225.00
Show Uniform Maintenance & Cleaning... $ 50.00
Bibber/Guard Uniform Rental 1- time fee.. $ 50.00**
Bando & Guard Shoes................................... $ 35.00***
1st pair of guard gloves…………………. $ 10.00***
1st pair of band gloves…………………. $ free
Band Shirts (2)........................................... $ 10.00/each***

Additional items
Additional band gloves $ 5.00
Additional guard gloves $ 15.00

Returning members needing replacement items must notify the Secretary by August 3,
2024.

The Mighty Marching Pirates Boosters accepts the fair share as a donation to the organization.
Payments may be tendered in the form of money order, cashiers’ or personal check made payable
to theMighty Marching Pirates Boosters. For your convenience, there is a drop box in the
band room office 07-11. If you have any questions or need any assistance with payment
arrangements, please reach out to any band board member and we will work with you. No
student will be penalized due to financial situation.

Mighty Marching Pirates will gladly accept local checks. Your local telephone number MUST
be included on the face of the check. Postdated checks will not be accepted.

There will be other charges throughout the year. We use fair share and fundraising efforts to
keep those additional costs as low as possible. The above only calculates costs which are fixed.
Extended and/or fun trip costs are not yet known and cannot be figured into the above fees.

If you have more than one student in the band program, you are eligible for a $100 discount on
the additional children’s Fair Share. Scholarship families will pay 50% on both children, with an
additional $50 off for each child after 2.

SCHOLARSHIPS
Families wishing to apply for a scholarship, which is a 50% reduction of fair share, not of
uniform fees, must send an email to the band director, and the boosters PRIOR to the first
payment being due. Please follow the directions on the “Scholarship Application” form that is
included in the band handbook.

REFUNDS
There are no refunds on monies paid to Mighty Marching Pirate Boosters, under any
circumstances.
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